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I 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the preliminary Amendment filed on 7/31/2003. 
10 are cancelled. Therefore, claims 1 1-22 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b). by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed In the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hall, 
US pub. No.2002/01 38614 (hereafter Hall). 

As to claim 11, Hall discloses a method of communicating with a shared imaging 
apparatus connected to a computer network, wherein communication over said network 
is facilitated through use of network packets, said method comprising the steps of: 
providing said shared imaging apparatus with networking hardware and providing said 
shared imaging apparatus with imaging apparatus firmware (sharing data between 
network devices, see abstract, fig.4, [0031] to [0033]); 

defining a data phannel associated with said networking hardware and instructing said 
networking hardware to accept information on said data channel from a user that owns 
said data channel (see fig.5, [0034] to [0035]); 
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processing automatic Internet Protocol (IP) address negotiation network packets with 
said imaging apparatus firmware when said data channel is not owned; and 
processing secpnd types of network packets, different from said automatic IP address 
negotiation network packets, by said networking hardware of said shared imaging 
apparatus when said data channel is owned (see [0035] to 0038]). 

As to claim 12, Hall discloses the step of processing automatic IP address negotiation 
network packets including at least one of constructing, sending and receiving said 
automatic IP address negotiation network packets (see [0036] to [0039]). 

As to claim 13, Hall discloses that when said data channel is not owned, then 
determining whether to place said shared imaging apparatus in an automatic IP address 
negotiation state, and if said shared imaging apparatus is placed in said automatic IP 
address negotiation state, then attempting to automatically assign an IP address to said 
shared imaging apparatus (see [0033] and [0036] to [0039]). 

As to claim 14, Hall discloses that said IP address is assigned automatically using a . 
Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP) (see fig.6, [0040] to [0041]). 

As to claim 15, Hall discloses that said automatic IP address negotiation network 
packets including Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP) packets and Address 
Resolution Protocol (ARP) packets (see fig.6, [0040] to [0041]). 
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As to claim 16, Hall discloses that said second types of said network packets comprises 
a proprietary protocol packet (see [0033] and [0036] to [0039]). 

As to claim 17, Hall discloses that said second types of said network packets comprise 
imaging data (see [0033] and [0036] to [0039]). 

As to claim 18, Hall discloses that said data channel is not owned, then determining 

i t 
I 

whether to place said shared imaging apparatus in an automatic Internet Protocol (IP) 
address negotiation state, and if said shared imaging apparatus is placed in said 
automatic IP address negotiation state, then attempting to automatically renew a current 
IP address for said shared imaging apparatus (see [0036] to [0040]). 

As to claim 19, Hall discloses that renewal of said current IP address is accomplished 
using a Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP) (see fig.6, [0040] to [0041]). 

As to claim 20, Hall discloses said shared imaging apparatus is in an idle state, then 
detemiining whether to place said shared imaging apparatus in an automatic Internet 
Protocol (IP) address negotiation state, and if said shared imaging apparatus is placed 
in said automatic IP address negotiation state, then attempting to automatically assign 
an IP address for said shared imaging apparatus (see fig.6, [0038] to [0041]). 
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As to claim 21, IHall discloses said shared imaging apparatus is in an imaging state said 
networking hardware accepts said second types of networic packets on said data 
channel only from said user that owns said data channel (see fig. 5, [0038] to [0040]). 

As to claim 22, Hall discloses said shared imaging apparatus is in an imaging state, said 
networking hardware disregards all said automatic IP address negotiation network 
packets and all Imaging data packets received from any user that does not own said 
data channel (see fig.6, [0038] to [0041]). 

Conclusion 

4. Claims 1 1-22 are rejected. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
exahniner should be directed to Khanh Dinh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3936. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.m. 
to 5:00 P.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung, can be reached on (571) 272-3939. The fax phone number 
for this group is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner for patents 
P O Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 




KHANH DINH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



